4

.

G.

CALIFORNITA REGIONAL WATER QUALITY CONTROL BOARD
SAW FRANCISCO BAY REGION

RESOLUTION RO. 70-65

e

POLICY STATEMENT WITH RESPECT TO WASTE DISCHARGES
FROM VESSELS TO TIDAL WATERS OF SAN FRANCISCO BAY

WHEREAS TIHTS REGTIONAL BOARD HAS CONSIDERED

b . 3
it is estimated that 88 million gallons of untreated sewage are discharged
annually to San ¥Francisco Bay by commercial, public and pleasure vessels.

The wost positive control of wastes from watercraft and most effective
means of preventing pollution is to provide for the disposal of waste to
shoreside sewerage facilities by use of holding tanks and/or counection Lo

dockside sewers.

This Regional Beard in its water guality control plan for San Francisco
Bay stated its intent to protect the public bealth velated to the use of
the waters for recreational purposes. That plan has been approved by both
the State Water Resources Control Board and conditionally approved by the
Secretary of the Tanterior.

This Board has implemented that plan by requiring all shoreside discharg
of sewage to adequately disinfect their wastes and has instituted formal
enforcement proceedings against many of these dischargers to gain compliance.

The San ¥Francisco Pay Conscrvation and Development Commission in its "San
Francisco Bay Plan’ stated its poliecy that "Waker quality in all parts of
the Bay should be sufficiently high to permit water conftact spovis and to
provide a suitable habitat for all indigenous and desirable forms of aquatic
Yife". This Regional Board has urged the San Francisco DRay Conservaticn and
Development Commission to requirve dockside sewers and pump-out facilities

to receive wastes from all vessels.

The State Water Resources Control Boerd is investigating the water quality
problems caused by the discharge of waste from vatercraft and is drafting
regulatory legislation for consideration during the 1971 Legislalive Session.

This Regional Board has regquested the Tederal Government £o regulate the
discharge of sewage to San Francisco Bay from vessels under the jurisdiction
of nations and the United States Goverament,

Section 13 of the Federal Water Quality Control Act provides that:

Moo the Secvetary ... shall promulgate Federal sitandards of
performance for marine sanitation devices ... which shall be
designaed te prevent Che discharge of unireated or inadequately

treated sewage ...0.
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"Opon application by & State, and where the Soc cretary determines
thet any applicable water quality standavds vequire such a
probibiticon, he shall by regulation completely prohiblt the
discharge from a vessel of any sowape {(whether treated or not)
Into those waters of such State which o subject of the applica-~
tion and to which such standards apply.t
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The provisions of this secticn and the standavds and regulations
promulpated hercunder apply to vessels owaed and oparated by the

United States uvnless Lhe Secretary of Defense Finds iha{ compl i~

ance would not be in the intercst of national securdty.

RESOLVED BY THES REGICHAL ROARD

This Board heraby finds thaot sewape and othery waste waters dlschavged from
vesscls cause nulsance, pollution and hazavds to public health,

This Peglonal Board strongly recommends that all owners of berthing facll~
ittes and wmarinas provide dockside sewera ge facilities tc receive wastes
from vessels end that all owners and operators of vessels with sanitary
facilities install holding tenks snd connections for dische arping wastes

to shoreside sewers.

This Regional Roard belicves it e i dmperative that the State Water Resourcs
Control Bozrd request the Scerets 1*(100} of the appropriste Fedaral
department{s) tc

a. ProWibit all waste discharges fyom private and peblie vesseis fo waers
of San Franclsce Day.

be Reguive holding tanks on said vessels for the containment of wastes sud
connections for discharge of those vessals ta ashoveside povers.

pvis 1t ds dmpervarive that the State Wataer
the Legiclature to adept, durdng its 19271
ssals

Lorequive waste bolding tanks on all v
connections and pumpout facilities

This Regiomal Boanrd also beld
Rescurces Control Loeard reoqu
session, Jeplslation which wil
with uanjtw'y facilivies and Sl
for pumping these wastes to sowverage facilities.

.‘—‘.

w P



(¥

This Doard dntends

to consider the prohibivion of discharges of wastes from
vessels dn the amendment of fts water quality control plans.

6. This Neglonal Board vecopuizes the need foy tight vet reascneble time
scliedules for dmplemeating this policy and stvrongly vecommends that all con-
cerned persops vork didipently to develdp such schedulés.

WILLIAM C. WIEBER
Chairman

Avgust 27, 1970

I, ¥Fred H. Dierker, horchy cerilly that the Jovegoing Is a true and correct copy
of Tesclution Mo, /O 65 adopted by the Californla Repional Vater Quality Control
Board, San Franclsco Bay Replon at iits vepular wmeeting on Auvgust 27, 1970.
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